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Course title European Integration and EU Governance 

Course Code GOV404.1 

Category  Compulsory 

Level MA in Governance 

Duration (semesters) 1  

Semester when taught 

(autumn/spring) 
Autumn  

ECTS: 6 

Access requirements  None 

Responsible Prof. K. A. Lavdas, Prof. M. Belov, Prof. R. Chari  

Course objectives 

 

The course aims to provide students with a systematic understanding of the main features, 

problems and prospects of the European Union as a system of governance. The course is 

addressed to a wide variety of MA students, including those who wish to learn more about 

the European Union’s past and present as an evolving system of governance in its 

international environment, European integration as an historic experiment, and the 

particular strengths, weaknesses and prospects of the EU as a ground-breaking policy-

generating system in today’s world. 

 

Course Description 

The course tackles the analysis of both European integration as a process and today’s EU 

governance and consists of three main sections. First, we examine the formation of the 

EC/EU and the combination of strategic, conditional, and aleatory factors that brought 

about this historic experiment in mixed and diffuse forms of reciprocity and highly advanced 
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cooperation. In this context, we also look into the evolving role of European integration in 

its international environment. The second section examines systematically EU governance, 

European constitutionalism and EU policy-making, exploring the ‘four freedoms’ and a 

number of other facets of the EU as a policy-generating system. The third section focuses 

more closely on regulatory policies and their profound impact on today’s Europe. In this 

context, the final section also examines the critical and wide-ranging role of interest groups 

in EU policy-making and policy implementation.    

 

Course Outline 

First section (Professor Kostas A. Lavdas)  

Power politics and the choice for Europe 

EU governance in an evolving international environment 

Theoretical prisms and EU governance   

‘Soft Power’ / ‘Normative Power’ Europe?   

The role of the enlargement waves in promoting the EU’s soft power 

National opt-outs: hindering or promoting European integration?    

Second section (Professor Martin Belov)  

European supranational constitutionalism and EU Governance. Relationship with national 

and global constitutionalism and governance 

EU policy making. Institutional design and legitimacy. 

EU governance policy areas and the four freedoms. 

New challenges to EU governance and EU policy-making. Economic and financial 

governance and migration policy as responses to financial and migration crisis 

Third section (Professor Raj Chari)  

The EU as a political system and EU policies  

The roles of interest groups in influencing EU decisions 

Regulatory policies and regulatory impact   

EU competition policy as a crucial field: merger control regulation and state aid control 

Privatization processes and life after privatization   
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Educational Outcomes 

On successful completion of this course students will be able to: 

• -Understand the EC/EU as an evolving system of governance in historic and contemporary 
perspective;   

-Understand key concepts in EU governance and European studies and apply them to/in 
specific problems/contexts; 

• -Identify policy issues and policy problems and critically assess their scope, impact and 
potential in influencing EU governance;  

-Critically assess different approaches to EU governance and to the various links between 
EU institutions, national governments, civil society and the economic and social actors and 
interest groups in today’s Europe;  

- Formulate relevant research questions in EU governance and contemporary European 

studies. 

More generally, it is anticipated that students will have been sensitized to the potential of 

utilizing various conceptual and methodological tools of the study of governance in order to 

approach on their own further policy issues in today’s EU.     

          

 

Basic Textbook(s) 

 

 

The teaching team will distribute relevant readings in pdf 

and photocopies.   
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Additional Bibliography 
Additional bibliography will be offered specifically for each 

lecture. 

Teaching Methodology 

 

 

 

 

Lectures 12 x 3 = 36 hours  

The course will be delivered through participative lectures 

followed by class discussion based on readings and case 

studies. 

Evaluation 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Exam 60 % 

Course Participation  20 % 

Paper(s) 20 % 

 100% 

 

Language English 

Traineeship No 

Location Athens, Plaka 

General note 

While the ‘Course Objectives’ and ‘Educational Outcomes’ 

above remain immutable, the ‘Course Content’ and ‘Course 

Outline’ may be altered in order to accommodate student’s 

needs and individual professor’s approaches. Bibliography 

and reading materials may vary accordingly. 

 


