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Course objectives

The first part of the course, taught by Dr. Maria-Eleni Agoraki, aims at providing students
with the necessary skills to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses in the use quantitative
research methods and apply the appropriate ones according to the research demands.
This will allow students to critically apply diverse research methods and interpret
guantitative data, while using statistical software packages.

The second part of the course, taught by Dr. Theodoros Fouskas, aims at preparing
students for the conduction of a qualitative research by familiarizing them with different
methods such as in-depth interviews, focus groups, and participant-observation, as well as
with research design, ethical issues, data analysis, and preparation of findings for
publication. They will be able to formulate researchable questions, take into consideration
ethical guidelines for data collection and define a research strategy and design a research
project to answer a research question. The course will expand what one learned during the
introductory course to research methods “Research Methods in Political Sciences:
Qualitative and Quantitative Analysis”, will contribute to the formulation of a research
project to be carried out during the semester.

Course Description

This course, in the first part, specifies key features of quantitative research design using
appropriate statistical software. The fist lecture outlines the basic concepts and processes
of quantitative research methods and the first stages in carrying out a quantitative research
project while analyzing the logic of experimental design. The course then continues to
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discuss the sampling and pros and cons of different approaches. Moreover, it presents the
survey methods, the design methods of questionnaires as well as interviewing techniques.

The second part of the course provides an overview of data analysis techniques,
presenting the principles of statistical inference, the estimation and explanation of
descriptive statistics and the tests of statistical significance using appropriate statistical
software. The course ends with the parametric and non-parametric analysis and the
concepts of correlation and regression. The purpose of the course, in the second part, is to
introduce students to the field of qualitative research and prepare them in the skKills,
techniques, and knowledge necessary to undertake independent research using this
methodology. Students will be introduced to key research strategies in qualitative research
and principles for research design in qualitative research. In addition, they will be able to
manage qualitative data, engage in participant observation and to conduct structured and
semi-structured, in-depth interviews with study participants. Moreover, students will learn
how to obtain narratives and life histories, to organize and conduct focus groups with study
participants and to manage qualitative data using computerized text analysis software
programs.

Course Outline

Part 1

1. Introduction to quantitative research methods, Experimental design and
measurement strategies

Sampling, questionnaires and interviews

Quantitative data analysis

Statistical inference and tests of statistical significance

Correlation and regression, Multivariate analysis

abkwn

The first part of the course is organized around five lectures and their corresponding
seminars.

Part 2

1. Introduction to Qualitative Research

2. Conceptualizing a Qualitative Study and Ethical Issues

3. Different Qualitative Studies

4. Thematizing and Designing: Introducing and Focusing the Study

5. Data Collection: Conducting an Interview

6. Analysis Workshop 1: Interview Design, Analysis and Interpretation
7. Transcription of Interviews, Analysis and Interpretation

8. Analysis Workshop 2: Interview Design, Analysis and Interpretation
9. Validity, Generalization and Reporting

10. Analysis Workshop 3: Interview Design, Analysis and Interpretation

The second part of course is organized around seven lectures and three corresponding
seminars:

Educational Outcomes

By the end of the first part of course the students are expected to be able to have a broad
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understanding of research methods in political sciences. They should be able to apply
appropriate techniques to the collection and analysis of quantitative data as well as identify
and critically evaluate an appropriate research approach, methods and tools for a specific
research project. Finally, the students are expected to be able to use appropriate statistical
software to analyse quantitative data. Upon completion of the second part of the course
students will be able:
e To understand the importance of qualitative research methods in the study of social
phenomena;
To identify if a research issue needs qualitative research methods;
To conduct in-depth interviews;
To organize data from in-depth interviews and observations;
To conduct qualitative research methods alongside other methods;
To be sensitive to ethical issues and to working with different populations;
To develop and clearly define their ideas and ethically integrate sources of various
kinds into their writing;
e To compose texts through drafting, revising, and completing a finished product;
To express themselves through their writing by posing questions, making original
claims, and coherently structuring complex ideas.
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Additional Bibliography

Additional bibliography will be offered specifically for each
lecture.

Teaching Methodology

Lectur 12x2=24h
o
Total =36 h

The course will be delivered through participative lectures
and class discussions based on case studies and via short
videos and other multimedia sources, such as photographs,
documentaries, films, interviews, as sources of data in the
classroom.

Evaluation
Final Exam 45 %
Course Participation 10 %
Paper(s) 45 %

100%

Language English

Traineeship No

Location Athens

General note

While the ‘Course Objectives’ and ‘Educational Outcomes’

above remain immutable, the ‘Course Content’ and ‘Course
Outline’ may be altered in order to accommodate student’s

needs and individual professor’s approaches. Bibliography

and reading materials may vary accordingly.
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