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Course objectives 

We live in an increasingly ‘globalised’ world. Nuclear proliferation, terrorism, failed states, 

global poverty and inequality, financial market instability, biodiversity losses, and climate 

change - are among the global challenges we face. In recent years globalisation has 

attracted the attention of policy-makers and academics alike. In this course, students will 

critically review and evaluate these developments.  Students will unpack this substantial 

literature to assess: 

the extent (if any) of the qualitative break that ‘globalisation’ marks with the past; 

the distinct and often contradictory processes that interact to produce the effects referred to 

as ‘globalisation’; 

the degree to which the parameters of the politically and economically possible have been 
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reconfigured by such processes; and 

the possibilities for local, national, regional and global governance in this context 

 

Course Description 

The course begins with a general introduction to our understandings of globalisation, 

reviewing the literature on and evidence for economic, political and cultural globalisation.  

In the second section of the course, the impact of globalisation on the autonomy and 

sovereignty of the nation-state, the relationship between globalisation and regionalisation 

and policy implications of globalisation are the focus of attention. The extent to which 

globalisation can be held accountable democratically is a consistent theme of the 

course. Our discussions will focus on some of the most pertinent processes associated 

with global governance, such as colonialism, modernization, and neoliberalism. Some of 

the substantive issues studied in the course will include: the structure of global economy, 

shifting scales in governance (such as the transition from statism to polycentrism), political 

processes related to the governing of mobility and citizenship in an age of globalization, 

emerging approaches to war and conflict, the rise of the principle of humanitarian 

intervention, as well as the politics of environmental challenges, and transnational networks 

of activism. Through an examination of various perspectives and historical traditions, 

students should be able to assess both the direction that global affairs is taking and the 

direction that global affairs ought to take. 

 

 

Course Outline 

What is Globalisation? 

The Colonial Roots of Global Governance 

Globalisation and Global Governance 

Free Trade 

Global Governance through Regional Integration 

Governing Citizenship and Migration Flows 

Governing War 
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Governing Aid and Intervention 

Governing the Environment 

Transnational Advocacy and Activist Networks 

How Globalisation affects Democracy 

Educational Outcomes 

On successful completion of this course, students should be able to demonstrate skills in 

the following areas: 

Course-specific skills 

1.Demonstrate detailed knowledge of debates within field of globalisation and global 

governance, including relevant conceptual frameworks, the international institutional history 

of the world economy, and major contemporary problems in key issue areas; 

• 2. Demonstrate the ability to articulate one’s own ethical and political positions on process 
es of globalisation for local, national and international institutions;  

Discipline-specific skills 

3. Demonstrate a systematic understanding of knowledge on globalisation and global 

governance, and a critical awareness of current problems; 

4. Demonstrate a conceptual understanding that enables you to evaluate critically current 

research and advanced scholarship in the discipline 

 

 

Basic Textbook(s) 

 

 

Coleman, William D. and Sajed Alina (2013),  Fifty Key 

Thinkers on Globalization, London & NY:Routledge. 

Held, David and McGrew, Anthony (eds) (2013), Governing 

Globalization: Power, Authority, and Global Governance, 

Cambridge: Polity, 2002. 

Hirst, Paul,  Thompson, Grahame and Bromley, Simon 

(2009), Globalization in Question. 3rd edition, Cambridge: 

Polity. 

McBratney, Beth, A. Hird, John and Haas, Peter, M. (2009) 

Controversies in Globalization: Contending Approaches to 

International Relations, Cq Press. 
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Additional Bibliography Additional bibliography will be offered specifically for 
each lecture. 

Teaching Methodology 

 

 

 

 

Lectures 

Tutorials 

 

 

12 x 2 = 24 h 

6 x 2 = 12 h 

Total = 36 h 

 

 

The course will be delivered through participative lectures 

and class discussions based on case studies and via short 

videos and other multimedia sources, such as photographs, 

documentaries, films, interviews, as sources of data in the 

classroom. 

Evaluation 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Exam 40 % 

Course Participation  20 % 

Paper(s) 40 % 

 100% 

 

Language English 

Traineeship No 
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Location Plaka 

General note 

While the ‘Course Objectives’ and ‘Educational Outcomes’ 

above remain immutable, the ‘Course Content’ and ‘Course 

Outline’ may be altered in order to accommodate student’s 

needs and individual professor’s approaches. Bibliography 

and reading materials may vary accordingly. 

 

 


